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B\D NOTE

O D WKRAN AN CEATH SQACS GOWT PALI I CAL MRDERS?
By Taras Kuzio

The Kyiv newspaper "Segodnya,” owned by Tax Administration and Donbas clan
head Mkol a Azarov, published a sensational report on 1 August claiming that
death squads have existed in Wkraine since 1996. The new Wkrai nian prosecut or-
general, Svyatoslav Fskun and Interior Mnistry Sate Secretary Q eksandr
Gapon subsequently confirnmed that at |east one such squad exists.

Gapon said the death squad is conposed of nine nenbers and includes the
forner head of Kyiv city's Interior Mnistry directorate for the struggle
agai nst organized crine and another Interior Mnistry colonel. The renai ning
nenbers were forner crimnals. According to Gapon, all nenbers of the squad are
nowin custody. The death squad is accused of undertaking 10 nurders.

According to later official information, simlar death squads al so existed
in Qlesa and Lviv. Nne forner Interior Mnistry mlitianen are soon to go on
trial in Kharkiv accused of belonging to a death squad that operated in that
city and the Donbas. The squad is accused of conmitting eight nurders wth
their own service weapons. The Prosecutor-General's dfice is investigating
another 330 Interior Mnistry personnel for a range of offenses.

According to Gapon, an investigation into the activities of death squads
began in 2000 but the naterial that was collected was only handed to the
Prosecutor-General's Gfice this year. In 2000, the head of the Kyiv Interior
Mnistry departnent, Yuriy Snyrnov, hinted that one such death squad exi sted.
In My 2001, then-Prosecutor-General Mkhayl o Potebenko clained that a Kyiv
organi zed-crine boss had told his office that two of his gang had taken a
Georgian, who they said nay have been Heorhiy ngadze, to a forest near Kyiv
on 16 Septenber 2000 because he owed them noney.

There are two likely reasons why the existence of death squads is being
revealed now Hrst, Prosecutor-Gneral P skun nay have been instructed to
clean up President Leonid Kuchna's inmage at hone and abroad by finding a
scapegoat for Gongadze's nurder. FAnning the blane for Gngadze's death on
organi zed crine would deflect attention away fromthe nore plausible culprits
in the higher echelons of Wkrainian politics.

Second, when the Interior Mnistry and prosecutor-general initially clai ned
that organized crine was behind the death of Gongadze they were ridicul ed,
especially after the two gangsters ("Gyclops" and "Mitros") who are supposed to
have abducted (ongadze produced an alibi saying they were participating in a
wedding at the tine of the cringe, one of themas the groom Neither of the two
nen are alive today. Gngadze was followed by unnarked cars for nonths prior to
his abduction. Wen he reported their license plates to the police he was told
they were police vehicles.

Qher journalists and opposition |leaders were subjected to simlar
harassnent and sone died under suspicious circunstances. Snce 1997 there have
been at least eight suspicious car accidents involving large Kan®Z trucks. The
nost suspicious of these was that in which Rikh | eader Wachesl av thornovil was
killed in Mrch 1999. In (ctober of that year, two opposition deputies,



Hihoriy Onelchenko and Anatoliy Yernmak, a forner Security Service (B
officer, were shown a videocassette by Yevhen Mirchuk, then an anti-Kuchna
presidential candidate who was trying to woo national -denocratic voters. The
video included an interview wth a colonel of the special -purpose MS unit
"Qly" (Eagles) who described the purpose of his unit as dealing wth
individuals on behalf of the authorities and admtted that the "Qly" were
behind Chornovil's nmurder. The "Qly" colonel said he was ready to give
evidence if his safety was assured.

Wre the "Qly" the sane as the death squads that the authorities now admt
have existed since 19967 It is difficult to believe that death squads -- which
the authorities now admt included high-ranking Interior Mnistry officers wo
used official cars and weapons -- would go unnoticed by the National Security
and Defense Gouncil (R\BQ, the U and even President Kuchna for seven years.

The tape recordings nade illicitly in Kuchna's office by his security guard
Mkol a Ml nychenko led to the "Kuchnagate" crisis of Novenber 2000 and
reanakened interest in the evidence of nal practice in Chornovil's death. A
fragnent on the Ml nychenko tapes includes a conversation between Kuchma and
then-Interior Mnister Yuriy Kravchenko in which Kravchenko gl oated about the
existence of his "Qly" unit. "I have such a unit who have their own nethods
and have no norality or anything. So, Gd hel p anybody," Kravchenko was
recorded as saying. Wacheslav Chornovil's son, Taras (hornovil, a nenber o
M ktor Yushchenko's Qur lkraine, is convinced that the "Qly" were behind his
father's "accident” and Gngadze's abduction, as are nany other nenbers of the
opposi ti on.

It my be significant that the existence of officially sanctioned death
squads in Wkraine was confirned only after Belarusian President A yaksandr
Lukashenka admitted in Gtober 2001 the existence in Belarus of a special unit
naned "Zubr" drawn fromthe Presidential Protective Service. The first
unconfirned reports of Zubr's existence surfaced one year earlier, in Novenier
2000. Athough Lukashenka insists that "Zubr" only targeted crimnals, it is
bel ieved to have al so nmurdered |eading opposition figures and a Russian
tel evi sion carrer anan.
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