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OR WKRA NE AS TRANSFARVARTTON 0F R.KH

Tares Kuzio

The Wkrai nian Mvenent for
Perestroika (cormonly referred to as Rikh) was established in 1988-89
as a popular front conprising fornmer prisoners of conscience fromthe
krainian Helsinki Goup and nenbers of the cultural intelligentsia
Rukh becane a catalyst for other opposition parties and civic groups
that cane onto the scene during the last few years of Soviet rule.

During the 1990s, however, RUkh becane progressively
narginalized wthin Wkraine's evolving nultiparty political
system In 1992, the novenent divided into two wngs, one led by
Wachesl av Chornovil who stood in "constructive opposition" to
President Leonid Kravchuk, and another that supported Kravchuk and
created the Gongress of National Denocratic Forces (KN\DS).

In the second half of the 1990s, Chornovil's Rukh had
better relations wth President Kuchma because of Kuchna' s
support for reformin 1994-96 and his pro-Veéstern orientati on between
1995-99. By 1998-99, though, relations were beginning to sour as Rukh
becane disillusioned wth the type of regine energing in Wkraine, the
ranpant corruption, and the wdening gap between rhetoric and
policies. After the death of Chornovil in a suspicious car accident
in Mrch 1999, Rikh again split into two wngs. Qe wng, led by
fornmer Foreign Mnister Hennadiy Wlovenko, nai ntai ned good rel ations
wth the governnent, while the other, led by Yuriy Kostenko, |eaned
toward the opposition and kept close ties wth Yuliya
Tynoshenko' s Fatherland party.

Former Prinme Mnister Yushchenko has transforned the
splintered Ruikh into Rukh-2 (Qur kraine) for the current elections.
That transfornation has been so thorough that the only simlarity
left between the old Rikkh-1 and Qur kraine is that pop singer Taras
Petrenenko continues to close all of Qur Wkraine's rallies wth
Rukh's unofficial anthem "Wkrai ne, Wkraine!"

Qur Wkraine is nore popular than Rukh-1 for a nunber o
reasons. Uhlike Rukh-1, Qur kraine has a soci oeconomc program and
about two-thirds of Yushchenko' s typical canpai gn stunp speech is
devoted to laying out this program The Gonmuni st Party of kraine
(KRY and the oligarchs voted no confidence in Yushchenko' s
governnent in April 2001, despite his record as prine nminister in
1999- 2001, when he paid back wages and pensions and presi ded over



kraine's first period of econonmic gronth in a decade. This track
record seens to be working in Qur kraine's favor.

In Yushchenko, Qur kraine has a charisnatic |leader who is
able to bridge the gap between citizens and rulers, a gap that was
already large during the Soviet era and which grew wder in the
1990s. Qur lkraine has nanaged to reunite the two wngs of Ruikh and
the successor to the KND5 the Giristian Republican Party. Qir
krai ne now consists of 25 political parties, including Iiberal,
patriotic, and Christian-denocratic factions, as well as the
Federation of Trade Lhions. It has al so broadened Rukh-1's od
social base by incorporating pragnatic bankers and others from the
financial sector, as well as representatives of business and state
officials. Roman Bezsnertnyy, political coordinator of Qur Ukraine,
isstill the president's representative in parlianent and is a
forner nenber of the Republican Party and of the People's
Denocrats (NOP). Bezsnertnyy resigned fromthe NOP after he joi ned
Qur Wkraine, while the NOP aligned wth For a Lhited lkraine (ZYU).

Pragmati sts have been attracted to Qur krai ne because it
defines itself as an alternative -- rather than an opposition -- ina
country where optinmism for a better future has all but evaporated. If
Rukh-1 could be described as ronantic, Ruikh-2/Qur kraine is purely
pragnatic -- lkraine's first real alternative to either a sort o
return to the past, as envisioned by the KRU or continued nuddl ing
along wth no clear strategy, as favored by the oligarchs.

It was always a mistake for Véstern and Russian conmentators
to categorize post-1992 Rikh-1 as "nationalist,” a hol dover fromthe
Soviet era, when a "lWkrainian nationalist” was by definition from
western Wkraine, spoke lkrainian, and supported center-right parties.
It is also a mstake to define Qr kraine as "nationalist.” Qir
krai ne supports the Jewsh forner nayor of Qlesa, Eduard Hirvits,
who is now running on the Qur kraine party list. In nmid-Mrch, Qur
krai ne condemrmed anti-Semitic leaflets that were circul ated agai nst
Hirvits. Qur Wkraine's party list also includes Ginean Tatars
and ethnic Russians. \ol odynyr Hynyov, a Kharkiv-based forner head
of the Russophile Social-Liberal alliance during the 1998 el ecti ons,
is now supporting Qur kraine. The hard-line national -denocratic and
nationalist parties have joined Tynoshenko's bloc, not Qr
Wkr ai ne.

A conparison of public opinion polls conducted by several
organi zations in nmd-Mrch by the Internet publication "Ukrayi nska
pravda’ gave Qur lkraine a popularity rating of between 24 and 3
percent, far higher than pro-presidential blocs or the KRU and an
increase from 18.8 percent a nonth earlier. The Genter of Economc
and Political Sudies predicts that this could reach as high as 29.3
percent, due prinarily to Yushchenko' s personal popul arity.

Lhlike Rikh-1, Qur Wkraine's nore pragnati c program has generated
support in eastern and southern kraine, albeit far less than in
western kraine where polls give it 50 percent support.

Yushchenko has refrained fromcriticizing the governnent, and
his only criticismis directed at oligarchic groups such as the
Social Denocratic Party lkraine (Lhited) (SDPUQ and forner Prine
Mnister Valeriy Pustovoytenko's NP, which is one of five
parties that nake up ZYU "The STPUOis as likely to evolve into



social denocrats as sea lions into lions," Yushchenko tells his
supporters at rallies. Yushchenko has also ridiculed the claimthat
the 1997-99 PRustovoytenko governnent laid the foundation for
kraine's economic revival, claimng that Wkraine was on the
verge of bankruptcy when Yushchenko hinself becane prine minister in
Decenter 1999

It isaso wong to consider Qur kraine "nationalist”
because its support for radical economc and political reforns and
for Wkraine's integration into European and trans-Atlantic
structures are hardly traditionally nationalist positions. Qur
kraine sinply seeks to take back fromthe oligarchs the control of a
country that was propelled to independence by Rikh-1 in 1989-1991.
That is what Yushchenko neans when he tells supporters at rallies,
"This is your lkraine! This is your lkraine!"

Qur Wraine argues that the national revolution successfully
| aunched by Rukh-1 needs to be conpl eted now by a denocratic
revolution led by Rikh-2. Qne of the priorities for Wkraine is to
overcone its "crisis of power" and change its "nonentocracy” for a
nedium to long-term plan. "Qrer the last 10 years, no system has
been created that would guarantee krai nian denocracy,” Yushchenko
wote in the weekly "Zerkal o nedeli/[xerkal o tyzhnya."

Qur Wkraine has entered kraine's political arena during
a generational change simlar to that experienced by Russia in the
late 1990s. Qur kraine is a young bloc, wth an average age of 40
anong its candidates. The generation represented by forner President
Boris Yeltsin in Russia and Kravchuk and Kuchma in kraine will g
into retirenent in two years' tine. The generation foll ow ng
them represented by Madimr Rutin in Russia and Yushchenko in
kraine, are now taking their places. If Qur Wkraine does well inthe
elections, it could serve as a powerful launch pad shoul d Yushchenko
decide to run for the presidency in 2004

(This report was witten by Taras Kuzio, a research fellow a
the Gentre for Russian and East Eiuropean Sudies, Uhiversity o
Toronto.)



