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B\D NOTE

WNIER (RP GBENERATTON A RST QLI GARH BAKED GENTER R G PARTY
By Taras Kuzio

The center-right has traditionally been dominated in Wkraine,
as it has in other non-Russian republics of the forner USSR Ly
parties such as Rukh that confbi ned national and denocratic denands.
The reasons why cosnopolitan civic center-right parties are likely to
fail are fourfold.

Frst, nobilization by civil society in lkraine is only able
to take place when both the national and denocratic questions are
united. (osnopolitan reformst novenents cannot nobilize the nasses
either in kraine, o elsewhere, because an ethnocultural basis is
required in addition to denocratic denmands for societal nwobilization.

Second, Wkraine has not gone far enough in denocratization
and narket reformto create a large enough mddl e class that coul d
underpin purely reformst or center-right parties.

Third, the liberal area of Wkraine's party system has been
captured by the oligarchs. The Liberals were one of lkraine's first
post communi st "parties of power” in the Donbas and today are nenters
of Mktor Yushchenko's Qur Wkraine bloc. The Inter-Regional Boc o
Reforns (MBR, an aly of Leonid Kuchna in the 1994 el ection
canpai gn, joined the Popular Denocratic Party (NCP), kraine's first
"party of power," last year.

Fourth, cosnopolitan center-right parties have not been
successful in devel oped denocracies and therefore kraine wll not be
an exception. Véstern center-right parties such as the Republicans in
the US or the Gonservatives in Geat Bitain are also traditionally
"national -denocratic" in that their ideol ogy conbines patriotism
opposition to multiculturalism and support for a narket econony.

Attenpts to create cosnhopolitan reformst parties in krai ne
began to be seriously nade in the 1998 parlianentary el ections. The
Social -Liberal Aliance (SS.ON was created by the MBR and the
Gonstitutional Denocrats (KOP). As a cosnopolitan reformist bloc, it
canpai gned in defense of "the Russian language and culture.” But its
election bid failed mserably and won only 0.9 percent of votes for
the party list, far less than national denocratic parties.

In the 2002 elections, another attenpt has been nade to
create a center-right cosnopolitan alternative called the Wnter Qop
Generation (KOP). The K includes four parties -- KOP again, the
Liberal Denocrats, the Party of Private Property, and the Peasant
Denocrats. 0 these, only the national denocratic Peasant Denocrats
has a | ong background in kraine and sone social base. The other
three parties wthin KO have little support or are new and unknown.

The KP is using the sane public relations specialists from
Mbscow vwho nol ded Russia's Lhion of Rghtist Forces (SPS. Inthe



1999 Russian elections, the S led by forner Prine Mnister Sergei
Kirienko, Yegor Gaidar (Russia s (hoice leader), and Boris Nentsov
fared well wth 85 percent of the vote. Nentsov, |eader of the S5
sent a staterment of support to the KOP on 1 Mrch.

Despite the support of its Russian coll eagues, the K wll
not obtain the sane support as the SPS obtained in Rissia. Wlike the
S or center-right parties inthe Vést and el sewhere, the KP is
cosnopol i tan and hence does not conbine traditional center-right
patriotismwth support for a free narket. As wth SSON in 1998, the
K@ therefore has less than 1 percent support in al Wkrainian polls
conducted since late 2001 and is highly unlikely to make it through
the 4 percent barrier for party lists. Nevertheless, last week its
canpai gn got a noticeabl e support boost from Labor kraine and the
aut horiti es.

Another problemfor the KPP is that it is funded by Kuchna' s
son-in-law oligarch Mktor Hnchuk, who has links to the
Dni propet rovsk-based Labor kraine oligarch party and parlianentary
faction. Labor lkraine is one of the five parties that nake up the
"party of power" -- the For a lhited Wkraine (ZY election bloc. In
an attenpt to woo voters away from Qur kraine, the oligarchs are
funding both the KOP and the extrene right Popul ar Mvenent for
Lhity. Wlike Qur Wkraine, the Socialists, and the Yuliya Tynoshenko
Boc, the KOP is suspiciously being given blanket coverage on the
main television stations controlled by oligarchs.

The KP is the cumnation of the oligarch takeover of the
political center in Wkraine. Valeriy Khoroshkovskyy, the 32-year-old
leader of the KIP, was an adviser to forner NP leader Valeriy
Pust ovoytenko, kraine's prine mnister between 1997-1999.

However, the KOP s association wth Fnchuk and, by default,
the executive, has reduced its support wth pro-busi ness, younger
generation supporters now provided wth a nonoligarch alternative,
Yabl uko. Qher younger generation business interests prefer to use
the Geen Party as their political "krysha' (roof). The K®P is
therefore squeezed by Yabl uko and the Geens onits liberal left and
the popular Qur lkraine on its center-right. Not surprisingly, given
its oligarch funding, the KOP refuses to describe itself as an
opposi tion party, unlike Yabluko, and is critical of "social
popul i sts" and "oligarch-socialists" on its left and "conservative
nationalists" on its right.

The KP bills itself as a pro-narket alternative of the
younger generation and its nenbers and election candidates are all in
their 30s and 40s. Neverthel ess, the KOP has been unsuccessful in
targeting the youth vote. A February poll by Denocratic Initiatives
found that 70 percent of 1829 year olds planned to vote inthe
elections, a 10 percent increase over the 1998 el ections. G those
pol led, 20 percent would vote for Qur lkraine, 12 percent for the
Geens, 8 percent for the Social Denocrats Lhited, 6 percent for
Vénen of the Future, and 5 percent for Yabluko. Support for the KOIP
was too low to record.

Perhaps the clearest indication of the artificiality of the
KPP and its links to oligarchs are its foreign policy views. Al
center-right parties in European postcommuni st states support their
country's full integration into trans-Alantic and European



structures. In Wkraine this orientation is supported by national
denocratic parties and, therefore, by Qur \kraine. In contrast, the
K supports the foreign policy orientation favored by oligarchic
parties;, nanely that kraine should join Europe together wth Russia
By linking kraine's European fate to Russia's, the KOP therefore
supports a foreign policy orientation that consigns Wkrai ne
indefinitely to Burasia. Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the
Gentre for Russian and East European Sudies, Uhiversity of Toronto.



