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By Taras Kuzio

S nce the nurder of opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze in fall
2000 the Wkrainian authorities have been inconpetent in their

handl ing of this case or have been unable to resolve it (or a mxture
of the two). This is surprising because of the degree to which the
Gongadze case has negatively affected both President Leonid Kuchna
and Wkraine's donestic and international standing.

Fom Novenber 2000 to April 2002, one factor why the (ongadze

case was not resolved was the role of then Prosecutor Mkhail o

Pot ebenko, who shi el ded Kuchna from accusations that he was directly
involved in the crine. Potebenko, his staff, his successor Sviatoslav
Fiskun, as well as Mnistry of Interior (MS chief Yuriy Srnov
have all arrived at contradictory and often bizarre explanations for
Gongadze' s nur der.

Yet, there are four facts that have been known for a long

tine which have been again authenticated by MS sources. FHrstly, it
has now been admtted by the authorities that Gongadze was bei ng
followed prior to his death by the MS According to the 915 August
edition of the respected weekly "Zerkal o nedeli" the docunents
pertaining to this were subsequently destroyed after the renoval o
M/S chief Yuriy Kravchenko in February 2001

Second, Kuchma was allegedly recorded by security guard

Mkol a Mol nychenko as denanding that Gongadze be dealt wth. Present
at the neeting were then-presidential admnistration head Vol odynyr
Lytvyn (now parlianentary speaker), Kravchenko, and Security Service
chai rman Leonid Derkach. The recording shows that Kuchrma ordered
Gongadze to be beaten up (but not nurdered). Miny other journalists
have testified since then that they were also beaten by the MS and
varned to halt their critical reporting. In the Gngadze case, we can
only assune that sonething went wong when he was beaten up, |eading
to his death (i.e. manslaughter). lhor Honcharov, an officer in an
M/S special forces' unit that was involved in political and

crimnal kidnappings, testified that, "These crines were perpetrated
onthe direct instruction of the Mnistry of Interior,” and later
"The highest officials of the state knew about these ki dnappi hgs and
murders and were associated wth themi ("Zerkalo nedeli," 9-15



August ).

Third, the units responsible were fromthe special forces o
the MS Orectorate to Gonbat Qganized Gine (LB . The WBX has
units called "Sokil" (Falcon) who have al so been ni cknaned
"Wrewol ves." Kravchenko bragged at the neeting recorded hy
Mel nychenko that he had vicious units who would do anything he
ordered. It was officially admtted in 2000 by the Prosecutor's
Ofice that Sokil nenbers did not conbat organized crine but worked
alongside themor terrorized themfor protection noney. And, the Kyiv
daily "Segodnya® on 1 August 2002, followed by "I TARTASS' on 8
August, reported that the Prosecutor's Ofice had arrested Sokil
nenbers who had cooperated wth organized crine (see "End Note,"
"RFE RL Newsline ™ 22 August 2002).

Fourth, a leading nenfber of a "Sokil" unit, Honcharov, was
one of a nunier of people arrested in My 2002. Ater their arrests,
Soki |l neners | eaked infornati on anonynously to the opposition
socialist http://ww Gani.kiev.ua on 17 February 2002 that dealt
wth the invol venent of their colleagues in the Gngadze nurder.
Prosecutor Fskun admtted inan interview in the sane nonth in
"Zerkalo Nedeli" that their involvenent was one of the three theories
bei ng investigated. Honcharov conpiled further evidence of the
i nvol verent of Sokil in the nurder of (ongadze, which was rel eased
after Honcharov's nysterious death.

After being arrested, Honcharov clained in statenents
published by the "lkrayi nska Pravda’ website on 6 August and 10
Septenber that he was ordered not to testify against other officers
and clained he had been tortured and beaten in prison, which is
thought by nany to have led to his death on 1 August. Honcharov was
the second Sokil nenber to have died recently in prison, which
conveniently renoved two potential wtnesses in any future court
case. Suspiciously, Hncharov was quickly cremated two days after his
deat h.

Honcharov was not a pl easant person. H was hinsel f accused
of eight nurders and, as "Zerkalo Nedeli" points out, he was "in the
epicentre of the crimnal group of mlitia officers.” Neverthel ess,
M/S officers inplicated by Honcharov, such as Serhiy Chamila, the
forner head of Kyiv's B, continue towork inother WBXXZ field
of fi ces.

After his death, Honcharov's docunents and testinony were
sent to a Kyiv nongovernnental organization, the Institute for Mss
Information, which represents Reporters Wthout Fontiers. A first,
the Prosecutor's Gfice denied their authenticity and Deputy
Prosecutor Qeksandr Medvedko said the papers reveal ed nothing new
about Gongadze. Honcharov had conpl ai ned about political pressure
fromthe Prosecutor's Gfice. Anonth later, Prosecutor B skun
changed his tune and admtted in an interview in the "2000" newspaper
that the Honcharov papers are genuine and contain new facts in the
Gongadze i nvestigati on.

Incredibly, at the sane tine, Deputy Prosecutor Mktor Shokin
continued to claimthat "Ml nychenko does not know anyt hi ng [about
the Gngadze affair].” Adding Ml nychenko' s tapes to testinony by
M/S of ficers would be presunably too dangerous for the authorities.
These new revel ations nay shed light on other political



nurders in Wkraine.

These include forner National Bank Chairnan Vadym Hetman, who
offered to finance Mktor Yushchenko' s 1999 presidential canpai gn
(he declined, in the end, to stand), and M acheslav Chornovil, the
forner |eader of Rukh, who died in a suspicious car accident. Hetnan,
Chornovil, and forner Prine Mnister Pavlo Lazarenko were the three
main individuals blocking a potential reelection of Kuchma in 1999
for a second term iy Lazarenko escaped by fleeing tothe US,
where he is soon to go ontria for noney laundering. A car carrying
Madimr Erenov, a newspaper and television editor, collided wth a
KAMAZ truck on 14 July and killed the journalist. The accident
occurred just a nonth before Brenov was due to give testinony in the
US inthe Lazarenko case. KAMMZ trucks have featured regularly in
such "acci dents."

The Chornovil case is particularly intriguing. "Wkrayi nska

Pravda’ reported on 25 January 2001 that after Chornovil's car
accident in March 1999 special forces MS officers, wo nay have al so
been froma Sokil unit, provided video of an interview in which they
admit organizing Chornovil's "accident.” Qmwlchenko said the

video was given to then-opposition presidential candi date Yevhen

Mar chuk, "WWkrayi nska Pravda' reported on 11 Decenber 2000.

But Marchuk was co-opted by Kuchma in the second round and he

then clained he lost the video, the "Kyiv Post” reported on 26
January 2001. After four years as secretary of the National Security
and Defense Gouncil, Mrchuk was naned defense minister in My. O 10
Septenber, "lkrayi nska Pravda’ reported that the head of the
parlianentary commssion investigating the Gngadze nurder, Heorhiy
el chenko, as linking the initials "YKM (which are Mrchuk's
initials) to Honcharov's papers, as soneone to whomdetails o

the Gngadze affair were passed.

The issue of political nurders, including that of Gongadze,

wll not go anay. The ongadze Gormission in parlianment has concl uded
that Kuchna and Kravchenko are the "organi zers of the abduction o
Heorhiy (ngadze which led to the tragic result of his nurder.”

The fear of being out of power after the Qctober 2004

election is fueling various nachi nati ons surrounding "political
reformi initiated by Kuchna. Qe central issue is that o

Kuchna's immunity when he is out of office. Wiile high-1evel
corruption, election rigging, and even illegal arns sales nay be
quietly forgotten, the issue of involvenent in violence and nurder
wll continue to haunt Kuchma after he leaves office. As recent
exanpl es have shown in Peru, Argentina, and Chile, inmmunity is never
forever.
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