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BE\ND NOTE

THE ' NATASHA TRACE

By Taras Kuzio

The Gfice to Mnitor and Gonbat Trafficking in Persons (QMCIP), established
wthin the US Sate Departnent in ttober 2001, estimated in its second

annual
report released in June that between 700,000 to 4 mllion wonen, nen, and

children have been "bought, sold, transported, and held against their wll in
slave-like conditions.” Athough this figure includes forced |abor, the
najority

of these slaves are sex slaves.

Poor soci oeconomic prospects in their own countries are the nain reason
why so nany wonen nigrate abroad from post communi st Europe. Between 60-70
percent of the unenpl oyed in Russia and Lkraine are wonen, who tend to be paid
less than nen and are usually the first to be disnmssed from jobs.

The sex-slave trade, which has been given the nane the "Natasha Trade," is
nore than a hunan story of nodern-day slavery. It generates huge profits for
organized crine -- sone $83 mllion a nonth in Italy alone. It a so breeds
corruption anong state officials involved in collusion inthe trade, and
destroys noral e anong peacekeepers who are accused of conplicity in, and use o
the sex slave trade, in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosova. Miny sex slaves are
sexual |y underage, orphans, the children of divorced narriages, or runawnays
fl eei ng abusi ve parents.

The sex trade also breeds violence and nurder. nly "a tiny percent o
those 'sold nanage to return hone alive,"™ a Dnipropetrovsk prosecutor's office
investigator said. Wth their passports confiscated, the sex slaves have no
form
of identification, are sold on to different clients, subjected to torture, and
deprived of food and sleep. But if they becone physically ill and nentally
traunati zed they are no longer of any use to their traffickers.

The sex trade also contributes to the spread of sexually transmtted
di seases. Sone sex slaves turn to, or are given, drugs to keep thempliant,
thereby increasing the nuniber of drug users. Drug users, inturn, are a na or
source of the spread of AIDS because they often share needles. Sex slaves who
have nmanaged to escape and return hone are also a source of sexually
transmtted
di seases as they were often raped and forced to have sex wthout protection.
The
trade also spreads AIDS in the countries where the sex slaves are held agai nst
their wll. Turkish officials and the nedia have blaned "Ndtashas" for the
rising incidence of ADS inthat country. The reluctance of rural Turkish nen
to
use condons neans they often pass on sexually transmtted diseases to their
W ves.



The ADS epidemic is growng faster in the former UBR than anywhere el se
inthe world, and the region has becone second only to Africa wth 250,000
persons infected last year alone. Athough Wkraine has the highest rate of ADS
infection in postcomuni st Europe, wth 1 percent of the adult popul ation
estimated to have HV, this was ignored until Noveniber 2000 when a presidential
decree adopted a three-year program

A recent BBC news report described the Wkrainian port of Qlesa as the
"ADS capital of Europe," and AICS is developing in Wkraine as fast as in
Africa. DOr. Aeksandr S dyachenko, head of prevention and treatnent o
infectious diseases for the Qlesa (blast health authority, admtted that "V&
are
wtnessing the beginning of the ADS epidenic [in Wkraine]."

g the 27 postcommuni st countries, kraine, Russia, Ml dova, and Ronani a
are the main source of sex slaves. The second OMCIP annual report found that in
Ml dova, new anendnents to the Grimnal ode that were adopted in April have
yet
tolead to any convictions. Snmlar anendnents inposing penalties for hunan
trafficking went into effect in kraine in Septenber 2001. Both countries are
classified as "Tier 2' by the QWCIP, neaning they have begun to attenpt to deal
wth the problem of trafficking of wonen. Meanwhile, in Russia, there is still
no legislation agai nst sex-slave trafficking and the country "is not naking
significant efforts to" undertake any action. Russia is therefore classified as
"Tier 3' by the OMCIP.

The transit countries for the trafficked wonen are Albania and the forner
Yugosl avia. The najor destinations for the "Natasha Trade" are Gernany, Italy
(half of its 50,000 prostitutes are East Europeans), Turkey, Israel, the lhited
Sates, and the Lhited Arab BEmrates.

In Israel, Amesty International reported that 10,000 wonen from the
forner USSR becane sex slaves in the last decade and until recently the
authorities were reluctant to prosecute those involved. In August 2000, four
krainian sex slaves died in a brothel in Tel Aviv after an arsonist, suspected
of being froman extremst ultra-Qthodox Jewsh sect, set it ablaze. Between
100, 000- 150, 000 woren are sold as nail-order brides to Israel each year, an
industry that generates $17 billion annually. Sone of these wonen end up as sex
sl aves.

kraine not only has the highest rate of ADS infection in Eirope, it has
eclipsed Latin Awerica as the leading source of trafficked wonen. The 14 August
edition of the Wkrainian parlianentary newspaper "Hdlos Wkrayny" reported on
the
breakup of a gang that had sent wonen to the Lhited Arab BEmirates and been paid
$2,000 for each girl. In the last three years, 125 crimnal cases have been
instituted in Wkraine agai nst persons accused of the "unlawul enpl oynent o
Wkrai nian citizens abroad.”

According to "Holos Wkrayiny," 120,000 young lkrai nian wonen were
trafficked last year alone and a total of nearly half a mllion in recent
years.

The International Qganization for Mgration estinates a higher figure of 1
mllion Wkrainians abroad who are in danger of being forced into becomng sex
slaves. In the brothels of Turkey, the Lhited Arab Emrates, Italy, Geece, and
Soain, an average of 10 percent of the wonen are fromlkraine. In the
Netherlands an estimated one-third of the prostitutes are believed to be from
kraine, while in Geece, the term"waitress" has becomne synonynous for a

krai nian worman engaged in prostitution, either voluntarily or as a sex slave.
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