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The creation of an intergovernnental commssion of krainian and Russian
historians on 24 My in Mscow has aroused a storm Deputy Prine Mnister for
the Hiunanities Vol odynyr Senynozhenko, who oversaw the establishnent of the
commission fromthe Wkrainian side, is no stranger to controversy. Hs openly
Russophilic views fit in well wth the reorientation of krainian foreign
policy according to the "To Europe wth Russial” drift that gathered speed
after 2000, when the Vst began to shun President Leonid Kuchrma. Not
surprisingly, Senynozhenko is behind the decree to conmenorate the 350th

anni versary of the 1654 Pereyaslav Treaty (see "R-E R. Poland, Belarus, and
kraine Report,” 7 My 2002) as Kuchma's parting gift to Wkraine in 2004
Senynozhenko is also heavily involved in the 2002 "Year of lkraine in Russia"
and 2003 "Year of Russia in Wkraine" festivities.

It was Russia that suggested the idea of a joint cormission of historians. Two
historical episodes are covered negatively in Wkrainian historiography, the
Russi an side conpl ai ned to Senynozhenko at the Mbscow neeting. These deal wth
the 1932-33 artificial famne in Wkraine which left between 5 mllion and 10
mllion dead (see "RFEEFR. Poland, Belarus, and Wkraine Report,” 12 June 2002),
and the war between Bol shevik and Wite Russian armies and the i ndependent
krai nian People's Republic in 1917-21.

This attenpt at agreeing on joint Russian-lkrainian historical interpretations
is not a new devel opnent. Two years ago, a special issue of the Mbscow based
illustrated historical journal "Rodina® entitled "Rossiya i lkraina: \ekhi
istorii™ was published wth a congratul atory preface by Kuchma. The issue had
150 A4 pages divided into three sections: "Kyiv Ruis and Novgorod Rus," "Russia
+ Little Russia = Bpire,” and "lkrai nian SSR Russian S-SR Wkrai ne- Russi an
Federation.” Al three sections of this special issue of "Rodina' fall inline
wth the "To Europe wth Russial" foreign-policy ideology favored by Kuchna and
oligarchic centrists. That is, Russia and lkraine were always together in the
past and therefore should continue to be inthe future.

(pposition soon grew to the joint Russian-lkrainian historical conmission from
the cultural intelligentsia, academics, national denocratic parties (Republican
Party Sobor, a nenber of the Yuliya Tynoshenko B oc), parlianentary factions
(Qur kraine), and wonen and youth N33. An open letter was addressed to
governnent ministers and the president attacking the very idea of a historians
commission wth Russia. A Comnmittee in Defense of Lkrainian Hstory was set wp
to coordinate the protests led by well-known historian Yaroslav Dashkevych.

Young peopl e have been particularly active inthe protests, as they were inthe
"Kuchnagat " crisis of 2000-2001. The nai dan.org.ua website, which grew on the
strength of youth activists wthin the Wkraine Wthout Kuchma novenent,
actively pronoted the canpai gn. Governnent e-nail addresses were flooded wth



standardi zed electronic protest letters. Young Rukh, headed by Qur kraine
deputy Wachesl av Kyryl enko, launched pickets of the Kyiv governnent building
from 11 June.

kraine already has two intergovernnental commissions of historians wth Pol and
and Romania. G these two, the Polish-lkrainian has been by far the nore
successful. Qne of the products of this research is the publication of large
vol unes of docunents on Polish-lkrainian relations in the 1930s and 1940s, such
as " Pol skie Podzieme 1939-1941. Lwow Kolonyja, Sryj, Zoczow" These
hitherto unpublished archives are taken fromboth countries' Interior
mnistries and security services.

The Poli sh-krai nian commssion has built on a process of nornalization between
Poles and Wkrainians that began in the late 1940s in the diaspora. This process
was supported by Pope John Paul Il and by Solidarity and the Polish

anti communi st opposition during the 1980s. Nobody has therefore conpl ai ned
about the very idea of the Polish-lkrainian historians conmssion because there
is evidence on both sides of the desire to overcone past probl ens.

Inprinciple, there is nothing wong wth coordinating the revision of national
histories. Such a process has been taking place in Europe since 1926, when the
League of Nations established a voluntary commttee of historians. Snce 1951,
such a coordinating conmttee has functioned a the Brunsw ck International
School book I nstitute.

Nevert hel ess, the Russian-lkrainian comnmission is problenatic because it tal ks
of "harnoni zation” of historical facts at a tine when Wkraini an- Russi an
reconciliation and nornalization remai ns decades behind that undertaken by
Poles and WWkrainians. lkrainian opponents of the cormission are well aware that
Russia has avidly supported Belarus and Ml dova in reintroducing Soviet-era
textbooks. "Harnoni zation,” Wkrainians opposed to the commssion believe, seens
toindicate reintroducing the Russian inperial viewpoint.

Inaddition, Or. Sephen \elychenko, a historian and Toronto-based expert on
Russian and Polish historiography of lkraine, pointedy asked, "Wat is the
point of involving the state in history witing? There is no PJ any nore to
whom hi storians have to nake petitions.”

The creation of the Russian-lkrainian historians coomission wll also be
challenged by a growng body of Russian historians who are nore wlling than
Kuchna or Senynozhenko to nove away from "harnoni zation” toward the
reconciliation and nornalization work undertaken by Poles and Ukrai ni ans.
Witing in the April issue of the journal "Nations and Nationalism" Professor
\Vera Tol z surveys the decline in attenpts by Russian historians to associate
the Russian tsarist enpire or the UBSR wth "Russia,” o to see Kyiv Ris as the
first "Russian" state. Kyiv Rus is now portrayed wth three capitals (Kyiv,
Novgorod, and Lagoda), while lkraine and Russia signing the Pereyaslav Treaty
inthe 17th century are described as different in culture, |anguage, political
traditions, and custons.

This devel opnent is the first attenpt, Tolz believes, whereby Russian
historians are inthe "process of inventing a truly national tradition® outside
the inperial past. Attitudes toward kraine are evolving fromthe pure derision



ained at the very idea of an independent Wkraine to gradual acceptance,
particularly after the signing of the Russian-lkrainian treaty in 1997.

Ater less than two weeks of protests, Senynozhenko backed down, claiming that
no joint Russian-lkrainian textbooks wll be published. H passed the buck hy
claimng that textbooks lie wthin the conpetency of the Mnistry of Education.
The problemis unlikely to go anay anytine soon, however. Education Mnister
Vasyl Krenen, a nenber of the oligarchic Social Denocratic Party-united,
supports the creation of the joint conm ssion.
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