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THEVM S ON COBRAE HGLY BASD IN WKRA NE B ECTTON CAMPAI BN
Taras Kuzio

Senior US Sate Departnent officials have reiterated their threat that if
kraine's elections in ctober are not free and fair, then kraine has no
chance of being invited to join NATO (lkrayi nska pravda, August 9). Mdia
freedom during the elections, the officials enphasized, is an inportant
criteria in determning the openness of the el ections.

The nost inportant nedia outlet is television, as nost krainian voters abtain
their news and infornation on the elections and nost other issues from that
source. Regular N3D nonitoring of television coverage since the start of the
el ection canpai gn has reveal ed strong biases that are likely to continue
through el ection day.

kraine's national television stations can be divided into three unequal
groups. FHrst are channels controlled by the Kyiv clan's Mktor Medvedchuk, in
his capacities as head of the Presidential Administration (Sate Channel 1) or
leader of the Social Denocratic lhited Party (1+1 and Inter). Second, three
channel s are controlled by President Leonid Kuchna' s son-in-law Mktor

P nchuk, and the Dnipropetrovsk oligarch clan (ICIV, SIB and Novyi Kanal) o
Andrei Derkach (Ea). Fnally, there is Channel 5 which is owned by Qr

Wkrai ne busi nessnan Petro Por oshenko.

Channel 5 has already been renoved fromthe cable schedul e in Donetsk oblast,
the hone base of presidential aspirant Prine Mnister Mktor Yanukovych.
June 29, after (hannel 5 began broadcasting |ive coverage of parlianentary
proceedi ngs, the director of Volia, the cable conpany that transmits Channel 5
Serhiy Boyko and his deputy, Valeriy Salyanov, were arrested. The trunped-up
charges included violating their broadcast |icense, noney |aundering, and
transmtting pornography (lkrayinska pravda, June 30).

Bven the pro-Kuchna 2000 newspaper found this devel opnent too hard to swal | ow
(July 9). Wkrainian conmentators concluded that the authorities seemingly do
not wsh Wkrainian voters to watch debates or hear opposition speeches nade in
parlianent during an el ection canpai gn.

The Donbas clan plans to launch a new all-lkrainian television station in

Sept enber, possibly by expanding the broadcasts of the Donetsk-based Wkrayi na
TV channel throughout Wkraine. The Donbas group is the only clan wthout

nati on-w de nedia resources. The launch of the Donbas clan's new channel could
signal that Yanukovych does not trust his oligarch partners to give himthe
national coverage that he believes his clan needs to wn the el ections.

Equal Access, an N3 linked to the New Choice 2004 coalition, studied
broadcasts during the nonth of July and found that positive coverage was only
given to Prine Mnister Yanukovych, the candi date backed by the pro-Kuchna
canp. A the same tine, these television stations offered no censure o



Yanukovych. The prine mnister's My 6 call to officials tonot be afraid o
criticismhas not led to nore critical reporting of his governnent's work o
hinsel f as a candidate.

The Equal Access report resenbl es the conclusions of another survey o

tel evision coverage nade by the Acadeny of the lkrainian Press N an of f shoot
of the National Acadeny of Sciences' Institute of Sociology, during the nonth
of July. They concluded that the authorities were nounting a concerted effort
to shape public opinion in the elections.

Wien candidates officially launched their canpaigns on July 4, the day's

tel evision coverage was heavily biased in favor of Yanukovych (Zerkal o nedeli,
July 10-16). Nearly half of the reports on that day depicted Yanukovych
positively, while only 5%were negative. Favorable reports onthe rally in
Zapori zhzhia held by Yanukovych's Party of Regions were extensively broadcast.

The tel evision channel s controlled by the pro-Kuchma canp frequently air
exanpl es of "support” for Yanukovych to give his canpai gn a sense of nonentum
that wll inevitably lead to his victory. A the sane tine, TV coverage o
opposition rallies take pains to mnimze the nunber of participants. Qe
termyk (secret order fromthe Presidential Administration) explicitly
instructed television stations on how to cover challenger Mktor Yushchenko' s
first election rally on July 4 "Wen covering the event, do not give long
shots of the rally and shots of the crowd; show only groups of drunk people
wth socially inappropriate or deviant behavior" (Zerkalo nedeli, July 10-16).
To minimze the possible danage, Qur kraine stewards confiscated the vodka
that "provocateurs” were distributing at the rally.

TV coverage al so focused on exanpl es of extrene-right support for Yushchenko,
such as images of individuals daubing slogans on the Lenin statue in downtown
Kyiv or screaming provocati ve slogans at del egates to the Gonmunist Party
congress. "Pro-governnent TV channels also portrayed Mktor Yushchenko as an
anti-Russian politician supported by extrene lkrainian nationalists,” the BBC
Monitoring Research Service (July 8) found. TV channels also reported that the
only political party backing Yushchenko was the extrene right Al-lkrai nian
Liberty Party, fornerly the Social National Party.

Defectors fromthe Kuchma canp al so have been subjected to biased tel evision
coverage, including Anatoliy Kinakh who is hinself standing as a candi date.
Wen his Party of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs (PPPU held its congress,
Ludmlla zhuk, deputy head of the related Lhion of Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs, conplained that TV coverage alleged that nost of the del egates
backed Yanukovych, rather than Kinakh, as their candi date (lkrayi nska pravda,
July 14).

The first major attenpt to muzzle Wkraine's nedia in a biased nanner during an
election took place in 1999. The final election nonitoring report by the
Qoganization for Security and Gooperation in Europe (8 found that nedia had
failed to provide equal access. Sone of the recordings nade illicitly in
Kuchna's office by Mkola Ml nychenko in 1999 al so contai n di scussions about
howto silence critica nedia outlets. But the current attenpt by the
authorities to control the nedia and influence public opinion operates on a far
larger scale than in the 1999 el ections.






