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Taras Kuzio, Professor at George Washington University, thinks that the West is
going through a "Ukraine fatigue." Mr. Kuzio answered BBC questions about the
impressions in the West on the recent developments in Ukraine. Mr. Kuzio spoke to
Fidel Pavlenko.

TK: Because the process [of forming the coalition] has been going on for such a long
time, since the elections, the impressions from it started to resemble the impressions
from Kuchmagate. In English it is called "Ukraine-fatigue." Why is the process of
forming the coalition taking so long? Everybody understood that the problem was in
the fact that Our Ukraine finished third, and not second, in the elections, and was not
willing to concede the premiership to Tymoshenko. The latest events only extended
this Ukraine fatigue. The West, similarly to many Ukrainians, is completely
disappointed in the events in Ukraine. Because the matter concerns not only the
coalition, but also the possible election of Viktor Yanukovych as prime minister. He
has a very negative reputation not only in part of Ukraine, but also in the West.

BBC: When speaking about "Ukraine fatigue," do you mean fatigue from President
Yushchenko, from his passivity, inconsistency and indecisiveness?

TK: It includes all you have mentioned. The Ukraine fatigue refers to the
disappointment and misunderstanding about the course of events in Ukraine. Among
the four countries where the democratic revolutions took place - Ukraine, Serbia,
Georgia, and Kyrgyzstan -Ukraine had the best chances to build and strengthen
democracy. Why are we then in the present situation, where on the second year of
Yushchenko's presidency, on the second year after the revolution, the country ends up
in a deep crisis? I think the West begins to understand that Yushchenko has no control
over the country, has no control over the processes, and is disconnected from them.
The question now is not about his second term, but about whether he will follow the
way of Leonid Kravchuk, being forced to go for early elections and possibly lose
them.

BBC: Since the West is disappointed with President Yushchenko and not very keen to
cooperate with Viktor Yanukovych as Prime Minister, could there be a danger that the
West will simply turn its back on Ukraine and decide that it lost Ukraine to Russia?

TK: This is a very dangerous situation, but we have to differentiate here between
NATO and the US in the fist place, and then between Western Europe and the

EU. NATO and the US have always been interested in Ukrainian events and the
consequences of the Orange Revolution. Western Europe and the EU, on the other
hand, were always distancing themselves and showed certain reservations to Ukraine
after the revolution. Some cynical countries, if [ may say so -France, Belgium, and to
a certain extent Germany - can use the recent events in Ukraine in their argument.
They have always held that the Orange Revolution was nothing extraordinary, and
therefore that they were right not to open doors for Ukraine's membership. With
NATO and the US, it's a different thing. They will be somewhat lost. I doubt that



NATO will propose the membership plan to Ukraine if Yanukovych is the Prime
Minister, and, on top of this, Communists and Socialists are totally opposed to NATO
membership. The fatigue process started in fact with the events in Crimea in June,
where the West, NATO and the US were totally disappointed with the position of the
Ukrainian government. Where was it? It did not show its strength in Crimea at all.

BBC: The US has already stated officially that they will cooperate with any
democratically elected government in Ukraine, and a similar position was taken by
the EU. Can we say that these announcements are simply an official position, which
conceals a weak desire to cooperate with Ukraine? After all, the US is always stating
that they will cooperate with a democratically elected government, but from the
example of Palestinian autonomy we see that that it is not at all the case. The elections
were democratic, Hamas won, but neither Europe nor the US are willing to cooperate
with its government. Can a similar situation be repeated in Ukraine?

TK: To some extent it is true. According to the official position, the US will not
isolate Ukraine as it isolates Belarus. But it does not mean that the unofficial position
won't be completely different. On the unofficial level, the talks are totally different
from the diplomatic level. And the unofficial position is such that the Orange coalition
has had by far the best image.
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Ky3b0: 3axia cToMuBCs Bil YKpAIHU

Tapac Ky3b0, npodecop yniBepcurery /[:kopaxa BamuHrrona, BBasxkae, mo
3axia nepexxuBae cBoepiany "'Bromy Bix Ykpainu''.

[Tan Ky3b0 Biamosigas Ha 3anuTadHs bi-bi-Ci, 13 skuM HacTpoem 3apa3 Ha 3axomi
CIIOCTEPIraloTh 3a PO3BUTKOM IMOiH B YKpaiHi.

I3 manom Kyzbom rosopus @inens [1aBienko.

T. Ky3b0: Uepe3 Te, 1110 11e#f mpo1iec ijie Bke TpUBaJIUi yac, BiJ BUOOPIB, MOYAIOCS
noaibHe 1o Toro, 1o BiaOysocs micas Kyumareity, e mo-anrmiiceku 0yne Ukraine
fatigue (To6To croma Bix Ykpainu - bi-bi-Ci). YoMy Tak 10Bro TpuBae 1eii nmpoiec
dbopmyBanHs koamiii? Bei 3po3yminm, 1o mpobiema Oyna B Tomy, 1mo Harmna
VYkpaina npoifiiuia Ha TpeTe Miclie, a He Ha Apyre MICIe, 1 He XOTijIa JOMyCTUTH
Tumomenko 1o npem'epctBa. Octanni nofii Tiaebku yrBepawnn et Ukraine fatigue
Ha 3axo/i, BKIIOYal04H Te, 0 3axij € a0COII0THO pO34apOBaHUI TUMH MOIISIMH, TaK
camo, sik 6arato yKpaiHiliB B YKpaiHi, 00 1ie TUIbKU MATaHHS CTBOPEHHS KOAJiIlii, aje
1€ TaKOXXK MMUTAHHS TOTO, 110 IPEM'epOM MOke cTaTi BikTop SAHykoBuUY, sikuil Mae
Jy’K€ HeTaTUBHY PEIMyTallif0 HE TUIBKY B YaCTUHI YKpaiHH, aje TaKoX Ha 3aXo/Ii.

Bi-bi-Ci: Koxu By roBopuTe Mpo o1eit cHHApOM "BTOMH Bia YKpaiHU un
po3uapyBaHHS YKpaiHOIO", UM HIeThCs, Ha Bally JYMKY, PO BTOMY BiJl IPE3UACHTA
IOmenka, ioro 6€3aisIbHOCTI, HOTO HETTOCTIAOBHOCTI YH HEPIITYYOCTi?

T. Ky3bo: Lle Bce, mo Bu ckazanu. Konu inerses mpo mro Ukraine fatugue, To
HIeThCs PO pO34apyBaHHS, HEPO3YMiHH, YOMY YKpaiHa, 0J{Ha 3 YOTHPHOX KpaiH, Je
BiZOyBasIMCs 11l JEeMOKpaTU4HI peBoJrolii, pasoM i3 CepOieto, ['pysiero Ta
Kupruscranowm, - B Ykpainu sxpa3 Oyiu HalKpalll maHcu 30y1yBaTH 1 3MIITHUTH
JEeMOKpaTH3aLlil0 CYyCHIbCTBA Micis peBoonii. YoMy TOi MH MAaEMO IIIO CUTYAIIIIO
Terep, Mij yac Ipyroro poky npesuaeHtcTsa KOmenka, Ha ApyroMy porti micis
PEeBOJIIONI, 10 KpaiHa € B TMUOO0KiN kpu3i? S nqymato, Ha 3aX0i MOYNHAIOTh
po3ymiTh, mo Bikrop IOmenko He € rocnoapeM y KpaiHi, BiH HE KOHTPOJIIOE
nporecy B YKpaiHi 1 € JOCUTH BiJipBaHuM Bija HUX. [IuTaHHS Tenep HEe B TOMY, YH BiH
MaTUMe JIPYyTUi TEPMiH, a B TOMY, 4H BiH mijfe nuisxom Jleonina KpaBuyka, Koiau BiH
3MyILIEHUH OyJie poOUTH nonepeHi BUOOPH 1 3MOXKe IPOrpaTu.

Bi-bi-Ci: 3a Takux oOcTaBHH, KOJIM Ha 3axX0/1i po3dapoBaHi npe3uaeHToM FOmenkom
1 TaKOX HE HAJTO HANAIITOBAHI HA CIBIpaIlo 13 Bikropom SIHykoBHueM, sik
MailOyTHIM peM'epoM, Yy SIKOTO, SIK BU KaXeTe, He Ay)Ke rapHa peryTalis Ha 3axoni, -
9y HeMae HeOe3MeKH TOoro, M0 3aXiJ MPOCTO MOBEPHETHCS CITMHOIO 10 YKpaiHH 1
BU3HAE, 110 BiH ii nmporpas Pocii?



T. Ky3bo: TyT € nyxe Hebe3neyna cutyaiiis, 00 Ma€EMO pO3ILIHTH, MO-TIEpIIE,
HATO i CIIA, ne Oyna 3aB11 BeJMKa 3aIliKaBJICHICTh y MOIAX B YKpaiHi micis
ITomapanueBoi peBomoii, 1 3axigHy €Bpomy Ta €C, e 3aBxau 0y0 BiICTOPOHEHHS
1 710 IKOICh MipH XOJIOJTHE CTaBJICHHS 0 YKpaiHu micist peBodroiii. OcTaHHi moii B
VYkpaini OyayTh, Ha IPEBEMKUIN )Kajlb, (BUKOPUCTOBYBATH) JIESKI IIMHIYHI - MOXKHA
TaK Ha3BaTH - Kpainu B 3axigHii €Bpori, Taki sk Ppaniis, benbris, 10 SKoick Mipu
HimeuunHa, sixi 3aBxu kKaszany, mo [lomapanueBa peBOIOIiS HE € YUMOCh TAKUM
HaJ3BUYANHUM, 1 MU OyJIH 3aBXKIU TIpaBi, HE Oa)Kar0uM BIAKPUTH ABEPI JIJIS WICHCTBA
Vxpaini. st HATO i gy CLA 1ie sikpa3 TpoxH iHIIa cripasa, TaM OyAyTh TPOXH
po3ry06neni. S cymuiBarocs, mo HATO 3anpomryBatume Ykpainy ao [lnany mii
1010 YICHCTBA, KOJIM HE TIJIbKU SIHYKOBHY - IIpeM'ep, a 1€ i € KOMYHICTH 1
comiamicTH, ki B3araii npotu wieHcTBa B HATO. Lleit nmporiec BToMu moyaBcst i1
yac nofiit B Kpumy B uepsHi, ae ¢pakruuno 3axig, HATO i CILHA 6ynu po3uapoBani
M, 110 Jie OyJa Bnaga? Biaxa cebe He mokasana B Kpumy.

Bi-bi-Ci: Bxxe Cnonydeni [lITatu npunaiiMHi Ha odiiiHOMY piBHI 3asBIISLIH, IO
BOHHM CHIBIPAIIOBATUMYTh 13 OyIb-SIKUM JEMOKPATUYHO OOpaHUM ypsiioM YKpaiHu,
TaK camo 1ojioHa 3asBa Oyna Bif €Bponeiicbkoro Cor3y... HACKIJIBKH 11€ MOXKHA
BBXXaTH MPOCTO OQIIiIIHOIO O3ULIET0, 32 AKOI0 KPHETHCS HE TaKe ak OakaHHs
criBmpaloBaTy 3 Ykpainoto? 3pemroro, Tak camo CIIA Ta 3axif y uijloMmy KaxyTb,
110 TOTOB1 CHIBIIPAIIOBATH 3 OY/Ib-IKUMHU JEMOKPATHYHO OOpAaHUMHU YpsIIaMH Y CBITI,
asie Ha pukiaai ypsany IlanecTuHcbkol aBTOHOMIT MOXKHA TOOAYUTH, IO 11€ 30BCIM
He Tak. Bubopu BigOynucs n1eMoKpaTUIHO, iepeMir Xamac, ajie 3 TaKUM YPSI0M
CIIA Ta €Bpora criBnpalroBaTi He X04yTh. U1 MOKe 11€ TOBTOPUTHCH 1 3
VYkpainoro?

T. Ky3bo0: Hy, 11e 10 sikoick Mipu ipaBuiibHO. Tak, 11e € odilliiiHa Mmo3uilis,
anMinictpanis CIIA ne Oyze i3omoBatu YKpaiHy, sIK BOHa 1301110€ binopych, BoHa
OyJie criBmpaloBaT, Oyie mATPUMYBAaTH CTOCYHKH. AJIe 1€ HE O3HAYae, 110 He-
odirmiitHa mo3ullis He € HITKOM iHakmo. Ha HeodiniiiHOMY piBHI, OYEBUIHO,
TOBOPHUTHCS 30BCIM 1HAKIIIE, HDK HA AUTUIOMaTudHOMY. | Ha HeodiiHOMY piBHI
IyMKa Taka, o HallKkpamui iMiJpK B YKpaiHi Maia moMapandeBa KOaiIlis.



