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BEND NOTE
AAH - QM LIZATTONS -- WY THE POSTAGOMMIN ST WRD IS OM DO NG
By Taras Kuzio

In the Sunmer 1993 edition of "Foreign Affairs,"” Harvard
Lhiversity Professor Sanuel Huntingdon outlined his "clash o
civilizations" theory which would appear three years later as a book
of the sane title. Huntingdon's thesis was severely criticized by
many of his fellow academics because it sought to define a new
"other" against which the US coul d establish a new noral crusade.

Huntingdon's thesis was al so, understandably, not readily
accepted by 12 of the Soviet successor states who belong to the
Gommonweal th of I ndependent States (AS. Huntingdon defined as one
of his civilization fault lines the "Savic Qthodox" world whose
border is roughly equivalent to that of the QS Belarus and Wkraine
are two AS exceptions wth the fault line allegedly dividing the
"nore Gatholic western lkraine from Qthodox eastern lkraine" and
presunabl y western parts of Belarus bordering Poland fromthe other
parts of Belarus bordering Russia and Wkraine.

Huntingdon's thesis is not al ways applicable. Véstern
Bel arus, for exanple, has never played the sane "Vésternizing' role
as western lkraine because of its long period under tsarist rule.
Véstern kraine is conposed of seven oblasts and is usually
described, as in Hintingdon's thesis, as "Gatholic." Yet, only
the three Gllician oblasts of the seven western lkrai nian obl asts
have Gatholic mgjorities while four of them (including
Transcarpathia) have Qthodox najorities. Huntingdon's thesis
al so does not explain wiy Qthodox states such as Geece is a nenber
or Bulgaria and Ronania are set to join NATO this nonth and the BJ in
2007.

Hunti ngdon believes that civilization identities are
prinordial and therefore fixed in stone. Again, this is questionable.
National identities are always in a state of flux and open to
conpeting interpretations and conpetition fromother identities, such
as gender, sexual orientation, and class.

Despite these caveats Huntingdon's thesis does provide us
wth sone anal ytical tools wth which to understand two factors that



are dividing the 27 postcommuni st states. Interestingly, the HJ
excludes the Savic Qthodox AS in the sane nanner as it has
excluded Muslim Turkey. It is striking that no AS state or Turkey
wll be among the 10 postcommuni st and two Mediterranean states set
tojoin the BJ between 2004-07. The BJ signed Partnership and
Gooperation Agreenents wth QS states, not Associati on Agreenents,
which it signed wth the Central -East European and Baltic states.
kraine has long conplained that the BJtreats lkraine as
intricately linked to Russia. Sone BU officials rule out
kraine's nenbership in the BJ for now because of their fear that
this would isolate Russia (the sane argunent was used to bring
kraine into the Gouncil of Europe at the sane tine as Russia even
though Russia was then inthe midst of a violent conflict in
Chechnya). Qher high-ranking BJ official s have rejected out of hand
kraine's nenbership in the B} as sone have of Turkey.

If "BEurope" is defined as the geographic scope of the BJ
then Wkraine and the AS are not considered by Brussels as bel ongi ng
to "BEurope.” This situation is nade nore confusing by public
attitudes in European AS states such as Wkrai ne. The noncommuni st
elites are either unreservedly, or at least in terns of rhetoric,
pro- European, whereas the sane cannot be said about a large
proportion of the popul ation.

Snce the late 1990s, there has been progress in the first
group, the Central -East European and Baltic states, in the three key
areas of denocratization, the rule of law and battling corruption.
The role of the Vést in assisting denocratization has proven crucial
inEBirope as it was in Latin Awrica. The possibility of BJ
nenbership pulling reforners ahead has influenced forner |aggards,
such as Sovakia, Fonania, and Bulgaria. By contrast in the AS the
unavai l ability of BJ neniership reduces the potential influence o
the Vst in encouraging denocratization. In the second group o
states inthe AS there has been regression in all the three
critical areas of denocratization, the rue of law and conating
corruption.

Lhtil the late 1990s, sone AS states such as Russia and
kraine were grouped wthin a mddle group of states, together wth
the laggards in Gentral Eiurope, such as Sovakia and Bulgaria. S nce
the late 1990s, this mdd e group of postcommuni st states has
gradual ly divided into two. The CGentral European states have
progressed in denocratic and economic reforns. Meanwhile, AS states
inthe mddle group have regressed towards a third group of states
conposed of Central Asia and Caucasian states as their ratings have
worsened. According to Freedom House's annual "Nations in
Transit" survey of the 27 postcommuni st states, Bulgaria is a
"consol i dated denocracy” and has a narket econony. F eedom House
classifies Romania together wth Wkraine as "transitional "
denocraci es and narket economies. In the 1998-2002 period, Bulgaria
inproved its ratings on denocratization, the rue of law and
economc reform Rormania inproved its denocratization rating, but
then worsened regarding rule of |aw and economic reform

In the last two years, according to Feedom Huse, Wkraine
has worsened its denocratization and rule of law ratings but
narginally inproved its economc-reform score. This inprovenent in



its economc-reformrating was entirely due to the M ktor Yushchenko
governnent of Decenber 1999-April 2001. Denocratization in Bulgaria
and Ronmani a therefore progressed during 1998-2002 during the sane
period it stagnated in Wkraine.

Thus, countries once simlar to Gentral Europe's |aggards
such as kraine, have regressed further since the late 1990s.
Authoritarianism has retrenched throughout the AS In sone cases,
such as in Russia and Wkraine, political authoritariani sm has been
conbi ned wth economic liberalism Super-presidentialismis the norm
inthe AS (except in Wkraine and Ml dova) whereas regines wth
strong parlianents are the normin Central -Eastern Europe and the
Baltic states.

Wy, then, are the 27 postcommuni st states dividing into tw
groups, one progressing and set to join NATO and the BJ the other
sliding backward to a Soviet past?. There is no question but that
denocrati zation is under threat and BJ nenbership and therefore
"rejoining BEurope" is not entertained by Brussels as a future option
for the AS

Hunti ngdon believes the reasons for this divide lies in
civilization identities which have different perspectives o
relations between the individual citizen and the state, "as well as
differing views of the relative inportance of rights and
responsibilities, liberty and authority, equality and hierarchy," as
he wites. Explanations proffered by other Véstern scholars include
the role of the OQthodox Church in preaching passivity and subnission
tothe worldly governnent which contributed to a political culture o
atomzation and cynicism Uhlike the Gatholic CGhurch in Eastern
Europe, the Qthodox Church in Russia and the A S therefore never
becane a counterwei ght to an oppressive state.

Another explanation put forward is precommuni st history and
the length of tine spent under conmuni sm These factors, in turn,

i nfluenced the nanner in which a communi st regine would collapse. N
significant break wth conmunism took place in the AS (except in
western kraine). In Russia, 43 percent of those polled woul d
actively cooperate or support the Bol sheviks (see above), and the
nunber of Salin's supporters has risen to 22 percent. Likew se
inlkraine, nearly half of the population see the anniversary of the
Bol shevi k Revolution on 7 Novenber in a positive light, wth only 7.3
percent seeing it in negative terns.

Qutside the AS the collapse of communi sm was often the
result of "collective, nonviolent civic action,” F eedom Huse' s
"Nations in Transit™ study concluded. A najor factor that spurred
this activity was "strength of the national idea." Inthe AS both
of these factors only operated in western kraine.

In kraine a political crisis has been brought on by a
stalenate between two different visions which is only partially
expl ained by Hintingdon's "clash of civilizations." kraine is
hone to the only large, pro-Véstern reform novenent in the QS which
seeks to inplenent donestic policies that would decisively break wth
the Soviet past and facilitate kraine's Euro-Atlantic
integration. This vision conpetes wth forner Soviet Wkrainian
elites, turned oligarchic centrists, who espouse the rhetoric o
Buro-Alantic integration while continuing to pursue traditional



AdSstyle authoritarian and corrupt policies.

Bel arus would seemto confirm Hiuntingdon's thesis that
the Savic Qthodox civilization is separate from North Averican and
European civilization. It is the only AS state whose | eader w shes
totermnate his country' s independence through union wth
Russia. The lack of a dissident novenent in the Soviet era to provide
counter-elites, plus a long period under tsarist and Soviet rule
coupled wth a weak national identity have all served to undernine
the country's denocratic transition.

Transition in the AS is undoubtedly nore conplicated than in
the rest of the postcomunist world. Prior tothe "Third Vdve' o
denocrati zation, the Latin countries of Southwestern Europe and Latin
Anerica were also assuned to be unable to build "Angl o-Saxon” |iberal
denocraci es and narket economies. This thesis has proved to be fal se.
Snmlaly, aswth the Latin world prior tothe 1990s, it would be
therefore premature to wite the region off as unfit for |iberal
denocracy, as Huntingdon's thesis would do.
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