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ANT -SEMTI SV AS AN | NTEQRAL GOMPONENT 0F SOM ET BELARLE AN
NATI ONALT SM AND PAN- EASTERN S.AV SV

By Taras Kuzio

Wen Wéstern schol ars and
journalists have witten about post-Soviet devel opnents, they have
tended to present themin tw ways. Frstly, they have used
Soviet-era and Russian views of "nationalism where this notion is
only associated wth non-Russians and is of an exclusive, ethnic
variety. Secondly, Russian and Soviet nationalismin the non-Russian
republics is ignored. The only "nationalisni witten about in Wkraine
and Belarus is therefore that of the "nationalist Rukh," "nationalist
Vst krainians,” and the "nationalist Belarusian Popular Font."

This type of analysis provides a narrow incorrect, and
| opsi ded view of post-Soviet devel opnents in republics such as
Bel arus (and kraine). Nationalism appears ina variety of guises and
can be sonetines "good' and often "bad." In the case of Belarus and
kraine, this standard framework defines only a pro-Véstern
orientation as "nationalist." In itself, this is dubious as
extrene-right nationalists and fascists in Véstern and Gentral Europe
are anti-BJ and anti-Amwrican, and by default therefore anti-NATQ
Qch hostility tothe US, BJ and NATO is only found anong
A yaksandr Lukashenka s supporters and his national i st-conmuni st
allies in Russia

Belarus is a good case study of why this definition o
nati onal i sm shoul d be broadened to include other types. Lukashenka
was el ected president in July 1994 and re-el ected in a dubi ous
election in Septenpber 2001. Hs regine is described as "the |ast
dictatorship in Europe” and has devel oped an ideology that is a
curious conbination of Soviet Belarusian territoria nationalism
Soviet internationalism and pan-Eastern 9 avism Lukashenka' s
ally inside Belarus is the state-favored Russian Qthodox Church
vhich has a long tradition of anti-Semtism and pan-Eastern g avism
Lukashenka' s ideol ogy rejects Belarusian |anguage and culture (as
did pan-Savists and Soviet internationalists) and has no place for
Bel arusi an indigenous Qthodox and Gatholic churches.
Lukashenka' s ideology is propagated by the state through
tel evision, education, and organized political activities -- just as
inthe BR

Al three of the currents wthin Lukashenka s i deol ogy
are "nationalist" even though there is tension between them For
exanpl e, pan-Eastern Savismhas its origins inthe pre-Soviet era
and woul d agree to Russia's proposals for Belarus to join Russia



as provi nces. Lukashenka has always rejected such an idea as
"unacceptabl e to Belarus" and his rhetoric in defense of his
country's sovereignty sonetines sounds as strong as that of his
"nationalist" opponents. The main difference between themis that
Lukashenka is pro-Russian, anti-Véstern, and anti-Polish, while
national denocrats are the exact opposite.

Wiere Lukashenka differs fromhis "nationalist" opponents is
inhis anti-Senmtism National denocrats in Belarus (and Wkraine)
have no record of anti-Semtism and indeed Wkrainian and Jew sh
prisoners of conscience were close allies in the Soviet Gilag. In
contrast, Lukashenka' s anti-Semitism drans on a deep |egacy found
inal three variants of his ruling ideol ogy. Pan-Eastern 3 avism has
along record of anti-Semitism which at its extrene created the
infanous "B ack Hiundred' pogromists. In the former WBSR
"anti-Z onismi was nerely canouflage for anti-Senmitism Soviet
Bel arus was a leading incubator of "anti-Z onist" propaganda.

Not surprisingly, anti-Semtism flourishes under the
Lukashenka regi ne. Belarusian Popular Font |eader M ntsuk Wachorka
conpl ai ned: "The Lukashenka regine has revived the institution o
state ideol ogy, which is a mxture of communi sm xenophobia, and
pan-9 avi ¢ chauvinism The practice of anti-Semtism has been
restored in Belarus; the branches of the Russian National Uhity
(RND, which were expelled from Russia, feel thenselves at ease under
the patronage of the regine.” ooperation between the fascist RND and
pro- Lukashenka political groups reflects the kind of conpany the
Bel arusian |eader likes to keep.

In 2000 the Wrld Association of Belarusian Jewy and the
Bel arusian Hinan Rghts Genter Wasna appeal ed to the Israeli
governnent to refuse to have any dealings wth Lukashenka, whom they
accused of being anti-Semtic. They alleged that Lukashenka had
refused to set up Jew sh schools, or help nmaintain Jew sh ceneteries
and monunents and create nemorials to victing of the Nazi Hbl ocaust.
In July denonstrators in Mnsk denanded the reconstruction of a
synagogue -- built in 1879, closed in the 1930s, and then reopened in
the 1990s -- that was destroyed last year. Yakov GQutnan, head of the
Vorld Association of Belarusian Jewy, conpared its destruction to
that of the Buddha statues in Afghanistan also last year.

This anti-Semtismin Belarus is very different to
nei ghboring Wkrai ne, wher e synagogues and ceneteries have been wdely
rebuilt, including in Kyiv and at the birthplace of the founder o
the Hassidic novenent in Uhan. A nonunent to the Babyn Yar nassacre
of minly Jews in Kyiv was opened by President Leonid Kravchuk in
1992. Not surprisingly, Lukashenka has rejected charges nade this
nonth by the LUhion of Jew sh Rublic Qganizations and Gonmunities
that "anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi actions have acquired a nassive scal e
in Belarus" after vandals desecrated Jew sh graves at two ceneteries
in Mnsk.

The long tradition of anti-Semitismin the Russian Qthodox
Church sits snugly al ongsi de Lukashenka' s ideol ogy. The new |aw
onreligion adopted in June gives the Russian Qthodox Church the
status of the state church in Belarus, a nove which has been
condenmed by Bel arusian Lhiates and Autocephal ous Qthodox as well as
Protestant churches as discrimnatory. In 2000 the |eader of the



Jew sh coomunity in Belarus sued the Mnsk publishing house Qthodox
Initiative "for forenting ethnic hatred" after it had published "The
Vdr According to the Laws of Meanness" which col |l ected toget her
anti-Semitic articles fromthe Tsarist (including the infanous
"Protocols of the Hders of Zion") and Soviet Belarusian ned a

The introduction to this book calls upon Bel arusians to
reject both the Vést and the "Jew Masons who have occupi ed Russia. ™
Again, this is a favorite thene of Lukashenka who (like Russian
national i sts and communi sts) renai ns convinced that Russian reforns
have lost Russia its sovereignty. As early as 1997, Lukashenka
offered Russia advice that it "should nake an effort to enploy our
nodel of reformas soon as possible. V& are showng Russia how an
econony should be reforned, wth a view to Russia s nmistakes." In
June 2002, Lukashenka admitted that he was in favor of Belarus going
to Burope. But he refused to pay the sane "price" that Russia had
paid in this endeavor.

A Mnsk district court rejected the libel suit filed by
Jew sh organi zati ons agai nst the publisher of the Qthodox Initiative
book. "There is nothing surprising in this court's decision given
the fact that the [Belarusian] president has publicly eul ogi zed
Htler," Gitnan said. Soviet and pan-Eastern Savic nationalism and
its close ally, anti-Semtism officially flourish in
Lukashenka' s Bel ar us.
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